Summary. The new species Haplocoelum gabonicum Breteler (Sapindaceae) from Gabon and adjacent Congo is described and illustrated. Morphologically it is most similar to H. acuminatum Radlk. ex Engl. and H. congolanum Hauman. It differs from these species by foliar characters such as the non-alate rachis, the presence of a rudimentary lower pair of leaflets, and the entire acumen of its leaflets. These differences are summarised in a key. H. congolanum is synonymised under H. acuminatum. The latter species is lectotypified and its authorship corrected.
Introduction
The genus Haplocoelum (Sapindaceae) is restricted to Africa with 13 species described from continental Africa and two from Madagascar. One of these two, H. alatum, published by Radlkofer in 1933 with some doubt, was transferred by Capuron (1969) to another genus and became Doratoxylon alatum (Radlk.) Capuron. In the same paper Capuron added a new species from Madagascar, H. perrieri Capuron. A recent molecular study of the Sapindaceae (Buerki et al. 2009 ), with two samples of H. foliosum (Hiern) Bullock from the African continent and one of H. perrieri, demonstrated the polyphyly of the genus with H. perrieri belonging to a genus other than the continental african Haplocoelum. The polyphyly shown in an earlier molecular study (Harrington et al. 2005 ) is most likely due to a misidentification of Edwards KE501, because the name H. gallaense (Engl.) Radlk. mentioned for this specimen is a synonym of H. foliosum (Verdcourt 1998) , the other species investigated. Haplocoelum is mainly confined to East, Central, and South tropical Africa. Verdcourt (1998) reduced some species to synonymy or to subspecific rank, resulting in the recognition of two species in the Flora of Tropical East Africa. Hauman (1960) recognised five species for the Flore du Congo Belge of which two were described as new (Hauman 1958) . Fouilloy & Hallé (1973) stated that the genus was not present in Gabon, and in Cameroon with one species H. gallaense (Engl.) Radlk. only. Nevertheless they produced a key to this and two other species, H. dekindtianum (Engl.) Radlk and H. acuminatum Radlk. ex Engl., both originally described from Angola, the former being reduced to a synonym of H. foliosum (Hiern) Bullock by Exell & Mendonça (1954) . H. gallaense was also treated as a synonym of H. foliosum by Verdcourt (1998) .
The Haplocoelum specimens from Gabon, collected before the publication of the Flora treatment by Fouilloy & Hallé (1973) , were not recognised as belonging to this genus and later collections were identified as H. acuminatum, most likely with the key published in the aforementioned flora. Comparison of this material with the types of Haplocoelum acuminatum and the morphologically similar H. congolanum Hauman revealed that the Gabon specimens belong to a new species, which is described below. Shrub to small tree up to 15 m tall and 15 cm dbh. Branchlets subappressed-puberulous to tomentellous, glabrescent. Leaves paripinnate to imparipinnate, (1 -) 2 -7 (-8)-foliolate (the rudimentary, basal pair excluded); petiole ± semiterete, broadened towards the base, 2 -7 (-10) mm long, puberulous, glabrescent; rachis ± terete (see Fig. 1C ), semiterete in the basal part, (0.5 -) 3 -10 (-13) cm long, puberulous, at the base provided with two narrowly triangular, up to 3 mm long, puberulous, Accepted for publication November 2011. 1 Herbarium Vadense, Wageningen University, Foulkesweg 37, NL 6703 BL Wageningen, The Netherlands. e-mail: frans@breteler.demon.nl rudimentary leaflets; leaflets: petiolule usually tumid (1 -) 2 -3 (-4) mm long, puberulous; lamina papery, glabrous or sometimes with a few sparse hairs on the midrib beneath, elliptic, 2 -3.5 times as long as wide, (4 -) 8 -16 (-21) × (2 -) 3 -5 (-8) cm, cuneate at base, the margin revolute or not, 0.5 -2.5 cm long acuminate at apex, the acumen acute to rounded apically; midrib and the (8 -) 9 -13 (15) pairs of main lateral nerves as well as the tertiairy nervation prominent both sides. Male inflorescence paniculate, often lowly branched, rarely a simple raceme, up to 5 cm long, ± pendulous, greenish white, puberulous-tomentellous, often catkin-like when young. Bracts and bracteoles elliptic, concave, c. 1 mm long, margin entire or denticulate. Male flowers greenish white, 5 (-6)-merous. Pedicel 1 -2 mm long, puberulous. Sepals 5 (-6), free, sometimes irregular in size, elliptic, concave, 1 -2 mm long, top acute, puberulous outside, glabrous inside. Petals absent. Stamens 5 (-6), free, glabrous; filaments 2.5 -3 mm long, anthers 1 mm long. Pistillode sometimes present, 2 -3 mm long, glabrous. Female flowers unknown. Fruits green (mature?), ± sharply trigonus with slightly convex faces, tapering at both ends, 2.5 -3 × 1.5 -1.8 cm, ± smooth, glabrous, pruinose, one-seeded, probably dehiscent. Seed ellipsoid c. 2 × 1.5 cm, slightly triangular on transverse section; cotyledons ± plano-convex, envelopped in a 1 -1.5 mm thick sarcotesta. Fig. 1A-H An assessment of the conservation status for Haplocoelum gabonicum was performed using the ArcView tool developed by the GIS-unit of Kew (Moat 2007) . Its extent of occurrence measures c. 62,750 km², which is not much over the unofficial threshold for Near Threatened for this criterion, so it is assessed as possible Near Threatened. The area of occupancy was calculated using a sliding scale, which resulted in a cell width of 47.7 km. The nine resulting grid cells have a total area of 20,500 km², which gives the conservation assessement as Least Concern. Given both assessement measures more or less result in Least Concern, and the forest in Gabon is, at present, being not severely threatened, I consider that this species should be classified as Least Concern (LC) following the IUCN (2001) catgories and criteria. NOTES. The material cited above bears male flowers only or is sterile. It is likely that Haplocoelum gabonicum is dioecious like the other species of the genus.
The distinction between Haplocoelum gabonicum on the one hand and H. acuminatum and H. congolanum on the other hand has been laid out in the key below. The latter two species are separated collectively under H. acuminatum as I have not been able to distinguish these two species from one another. Hauman (1960) separated them on account of several variable characters from the inflorescence, namely being 'multiflorous' or 'pluriflorous', pedicel length, the length of the sepals, and the length of the pedicel in fruit. The measurements of H. acuminatum given for the last three elements partly contradict with their length in the accompanying illustration. Moreover, the flowering material of H. congolanum is very scarce and the leaves do not show any distinctive characters. The habit characteristics, namely shrub or subshrub for H. congolanum versus arborescent for H. acuminatum, mentioned by Hauman (1958) , are not repeated in his key in 1960 (Hauman 1960) . For these reasons H. congolanum is treated here as a synonym of H. acuminatum.
Leaf rachis narrowly winged or marginated (Fig. 1J) (Fig. 1C) , with a rudimentary pair of leaflets at base (Fig. 1B) Engler (1921) referred to it by citing its origin and vernacular name but not its collector. Radlkofer (1932) cited Marques 210 as the type, from the same locality and with the same vernacular name as Engler did. He also mentioned that the specimen was obtained from the Coimbra herbarium. Exell & Mendonça (1954) cited the same collection from LISU. This latter material, on loan at WAG., has been designated lectotype.
Haplocoelum acuminatum is variously cited with the following authorship: Radlk. ex Engl. & Drude (Exell & Mendonça (1954) ), Radlk. in Engl. (Hauman 1960 After the exclusion of the species from Madagascar on molecular evidence, it remains to be seen if the remaining continental species including Haplocoelum gabonicum, constitute a monophyletic entity as is expected by this author on morphological grounds.
